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Principles 

• Authentic inclusion of Aboriginal texts, content, and perspectives

• More choices for students in terms of course options

• High literacy expectations and a rich literacy environment for all 
students

• Support for Struggling Learners: Policy of Inclusion



English Language Arts 10-12

Grade 11 / 12: 
(8 Credits) 

One of the following 4 credit courses: 
1. Focused Literary Studies 11
2. Creative Writing 11
3. Composition 11
4. Spoken Language 11
5. New Media 11

AND
English 12 (4 credits)
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Grade 10:
Two 2 Credit Courses 

(4 credits total)

1. Focused Literary 
Studies 10

2. Creative Writing 10
3. Composition 10
4. Spoken Language 10
5. New Media 10



English 12 and Grade 11 Areas of Choice
• At the heart of all the ELA  courses includes the competencies of 

reading/viewing, writing/representing, and speaking/listening so 
that students have the best chances in English 12 and beyond

• English 12  and the Gr 11 Electives are open to both grade 11 and 
grade 12 students

• Students are required to take the same minimum amount of 
English 10-12 courses as they currently are i.e. Three 4 credit 
courses. They can take more. 



The Grade 10 & 11 Areas of Choice

• These choice courses have the competencies at their foundation, but with a shift in 
emphasis in terms of content (e.g. New Media, Focused Lit Studies) or in process (e.g. 
Spoken Language, Creative Writing, Composition)

• Students can choose courses based on their own strengths and interests, or to 
challenge themselves

• The curricula of these courses were NOT written to separate students by ability i.e. one 
course is not inherently easier than another. They are each meant to be rich in content

• It is NOT a prerequisite to take the Gr 10 course before taking the grade 11 course 
version     



What about that time-table? 

Some �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���«

• Schools can decide how many courses to offer depending on the size of 
�W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L���H�����G�R�Q�·�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���R�I�I�H�U���W�K�H�P���D�O�O

• Survey students to see what their interests are so that schools can offer 
courses that match their interests 

• Bundle grade 10 courses �²
Bundle A: Creating Writing & New Media 
Bundle B: Lit Studies and Spoken Language 



Assessment

• Stakeholders (e.g., BCTF, Post-Secondary, Ministry, FNESC, etc) met 
to make recommendations around large-scale assessments 

• Provincial Assessments (e.g. Provincial Exams, FSAs) have not been 
developed yet

• Curricula will drive assessment i.e. exams will reflect curricula

• Current understandings of assessment should still be the focus for on-
going day to day practice  



Big  Ideas

Curriculum 
Competencies Content

The KDU Model in a Content Course

Core Competencies 
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The Shift 



English Language Arts �² Big Ideas 

• Text and story deepen understanding of complex and abstract ideas

• �d�Z�������Æ�‰�o�}�Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š���Æ�š�����v�����•�š�}�Œ�Ç���������‰���v�•���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P���}�(���}�v���[�•��
identity, others, and the world

• People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and 
perspectives

• Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed

• Language shapes ideas and influences others 



Big  Ideas

Content
Curriculum 

Competencies

The KDU in English Language Arts Context:

Core Competencies 
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Big Ideas 
Turned into Essential Questions: 
“What is a good relationship?” 
“How do people respond to adversity?” 
“How do our understandings of love change over time?” 

The  Shift  



!"#$%&'#(& but START SMALL
• Read the one page course description
• Using as few words as possible, describe the course
• See example

• What texts could you use?
• What reading/writing/oral language activities could you do?
• See example 



Example: Composition 

Our description:

Strengthening our ability to write for purpose and for audience in 
school and beyond



What texts and activities could you use in this 
course?

“Growing Up Native”
“My Other Self”
“Shooting an Elephant”
Narrative
Descriptive writing
Voice 
Identity
Memoir
Political and social justice writing
Expository Essay
Grant proposals 

“Why I want a Wife”
Privileged backpack
“Thank you for not killing my son”
Newspaper / journalism
Integrating quotations
“Mama, the dentist, and me”
Audience 
Research paper
Dave Eggers
Guest authors 



�<�R�X�U���7�X�U�Q�������<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���«���������P�L�Q�V

• Read the one page course description
• Use as few words as possible, describe the course
• What texts could you use?
• What reading/writing/oral language activities could you do?



Chalk Talk

• Go to another group

• Read what they have 

• Add your ideas, suggestions, questions  



�1�H�[�W���6�W�H�S�V���«��

• How could you categorize these texts and activities?

• Can you connect these categories to any of the Big Ideas?

• How might you turn these categories / Big Ideas into questions?

• What might the key performance tasks be? 

• What activities and assessments could you let go?  












