
Creating A Passionate, Personal Inquiry Unit

Unit you want to create or revise:______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Questions to help you at each step:

1. Create a model based on background knowledge
a. Is there a complex or abstract concept you want students to understand? Is there a way for 

them to make it visual at the start of the unit by creating something related to it? Have 
students come back to it later to help them grasp the concept more fully or revise their 
understanding.

b. Is there something you want students to create at the end of this unit? Is there a way for 
students to create an early or partial version or a mockup of this at the start? It should be 
something they can come back to throughout the unit to work with, compare to, or revise. 

c. Is there a standard against which you want students to evaluate something, whether it’s 
their own work or others’ work? Can they create something first as a way to learn the 
standard from the inside out? 

2. Analyze model 
a. What kinds of things do you want students to become aware of on their first look at their 

models (which are a type of hypothesis or a summary of their current understanding)? 
How much direction do you want to give them; how open-ended do you want the inquiry 
to be?

b. This can be done with peers or individually, but need to be formatively assessed to check 
for understanding.

3. Do research
a. What might this look like? What kinds of sources might there be for this? Literature, 

professional samples, interviews, experiments, research (yes, including Wikipedia)…what 
else? 

b. Might this be assessed? For example, as literature circles or discussion groups?

4. Compare model to research
a. How might you have students do this? For example, a mini-share (like a gallery walk or a 

group share) can get students thinking beyond their own research and generate more 
questions or research directions before the final revision. 

b. How might you assess it? Formatively or summatively? Written or oral? In class or take-
home? 

5. Revise model into project
a. What might your unit’s final project look like? How might it be different from the initial 

model that students created, yet build on it and the work they’ve done?
b. How might the unit’s project take into account student research and inquiry?  
c. How will it be assessed? 



6. Share project, possibly develop further questions &/or actions
a. Will students present their findings publicly? If so, how?
b. How might you encourage them to develop further questions and continue their inquiry?


