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Learning Objectives 

  Examine our own practice and the curriculum to locate 
literary terms and figurative language 

  Use a gradual release of responsibility method of 
instruction to help students develop a deeper 
understanding of literary terminology and figurative 
language 



Quick Write 

  Why do you teach the literary terms and figurative 
language techniques that you do?  

  What is the purpose?   

  Why do you do it?  

  What do you want your students to come away with? 



Scope and Sequence 

  What terms do you introduce in each grade? 

  What does the curriculum say? 



Curriculum 
  Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 

  Content –literary elements and devices 
  Content – literary techniques and devices 

  Grade 9 - ELA 
Explain how literary elements, techniques, and devices enhance and 
shape meaning 

  Grade 11 – Literary Studies 
Evaluate how text structures, literary elements, techniques, and devices 
enhance and shape meaning and impact 

  Grade 12 – Literary Studies 
Analyze how text structures, literary elements, techniques, and devices 
enhance and shape meaning and impact 



Components of comprehension instruction that 
follows a gradual release of responsibility approach:  

 

 

1. Introduce the strategy  

•  Explain the concept of the strategy 

2. Expert Modeling 

•  Read aloud/think aloud - “speaking voice/thinking voice” 

•  Struggling readers need to form a mental model of what readers do when reading  

3. Guided Practice 

•  Reinforce the strategy through whole class practice,  guided reading groups  

4.  Independent Practice 

•  Student practices the strategy on their own  

5.  Application 

•  Student applies the strategy to real life reading experiences 



Introducing 

  Define the term 

  Provide examples 

Frayer Model 



Modelling 

  History Lesson by Jeanette Armstrong 

  Annotate text 
  First for meaning 

  Next for literary terms 



Guided Practice 

  Saturday Climbing by W.D. Valgardson 

  The extended metaphor graphic organizer 



Independent Practice 

  The Painted Door 

  Imagery and personification – have students focus on 
specific parts of the text (storm, silence, the attempt) 



Reflection 

  What opportunities exist for you to explore literary 
terms and figurative language? 

  What literary works are you already using that could be 
“tweaked” to provide opportunities for modelling, 
guided practice and independent practice? 
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