
Beats and Bytes
English 11 First Peoples

Literary Studies and New Media



Use Backward 
Design to Identify 
Big Ideas and 
Guiding Questions 

I

Big Ideas

• First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key 
aspects of Canada’s past, present and future.

• New media influence people’s understanding of 
community

Guiding Questions 

• How are First Peoples using digital spaces to share 
stories of identity?

• How can digital spaces be used as an opportunity to 
share issues important to First Peoples?

• What are the impacts on the reader/listener/viewer of 
the change in the medium (delivery) of story?

• How can I respond using digital platforms?



Identify Content 
and/or Curricular 
Competencies

Content Competencies

 I know new media functions, including community 
building and advocacy 

Curricular Competencies

 I can apply appropriate strategies in a variety of 
contexts to guide inquiry, extend thinking, and 
comprehend texts 

 I can respond to text in personal, creative, and 
critical ways 



Performance Task One: Listen to 
the Voices- Using the Placemat

• Considering the various artists you watched and listened 
to, what are the different messages being shared? 

• What connections can you make between them? 

• How do the messages connect with First Peoples 
languages, cultures and traditions?

• How are these artists using their voices to share stories 
of who they are?

• Why might hip hop or spoken word be an effective way 
to talk about issues affecting First Peoples? 

• Record your notes on the placemat. You will be 
submitting it.



JB The First Lady performs at the Pipeline Resistance Café for 
Unist’ot’en Camp https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEAyDes1Llw

JB The First Lady Still Here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGTqXZrH374

Andrew Dexel https://www.beatnation.org/andrew-dexel.html

Sonny Assu http://nationtalk.ca/story/a-radical-mixing-by-sonny-assu-

at-canada-gallery

Supaman Why https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiVU-W9VT7Q

Winona Linn Knock Off Native 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_zFOsd_pqA

Zaccheus Jackson: Invicta

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW2EJHZo1a8

Zaccheus Jackson: Of Wings 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKVkOmxdwxQ

N’we Jinan Artist “Home to Me”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgaYz8YWsO8

N’we Jinan Artist “The Highway”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hG_9d260YeI

N’we Jinan Artist “Hide and Seek” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZV9AUQoqfAc
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Summative Assessment for 
Performance Task One

Curricular Competence Learning Map

I can apply appropriate strategies in a 
variety of contexts to guide inquiry, extend 
thinking, and comprehend texts 

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

I can ask 

questions to 

help me 

understand 

text 

I can apply 
appropriate 
strategies in a 
variety of 
contexts to 
comprehend 
texts 

I can apply 

appropriate 

strategies in a 

variety of 

contexts to 

extend thinking 

I can apply 
appropriate 
strategies in a 
variety of 
contexts to 
comprehend 
text, extend 
thinking, and 
guide inquiry 

I can evaluate why 

specific strategies for 

comprehension, 

extending thinking and 

guiding inquiry are more 

effective than others 

depending on context 



• Performance Task Two: Social Commentary

• Create a digital multimedia commentary which 
reflects your newfound understanding of Indigenous 
issues in the past, present and future. You may 
directly respond to the artists or to the issues they 
are highlighting. You should consider the perspective 
from which you are viewing the texts and respond 
appropriately. 



Summative Assessment for 
Performance Task Two

Curricular Competence Learning Map

I can respond to text in personal, creative, 
and critical ways 

Accessing Emerging Developing Proficient Extending

I can 

respond to 

text 

I can 
respond to 
text 
personally 

I can 

respond to 

texts 

creatively 

I can 
respond 
to a texts 
critically 

I can 

respond to 

diverse texts 

in critical 

and creative 

ways 



Tristan’s Beats and Bytes Accessing  



Asalah’s Beats and Bytes- Extending  https://langleyschoolsca-
my.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/personal/pcarnrite_sd35_bc_ca/Documents/Beats %26 

Bytes Spoken Word 1.m4a?csf=1&web=1&e=WfpgHQ

https://langleyschoolsca-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/personal/pcarnrite_sd35_bc_ca/Documents/Beats%20%26%20Bytes%20Spoken%20Word%201.m4a?csf=1&web=1&e=WfpgHQ


English 12 FP- What students are saying 
about the course
• “I have learned so much from English First Peoples 12, and I plan to keep learning throughout the duration 

of my life. I have learned to respect and honour the land, because it holds great power. I understand that 
animals deserve the earth just as much as humans do. I respectfully acknowledge that other worldviews are 
just as valid as mine, and I should attempt to understand them. Indigenous peoples live have always lived a 
balanced full life. They have suffered due to residential schools. so it is so important that me and everyone 
else continues to learn about the beautiful cultures of Indigenous peoples. “ Jana

• This semester, I deepened my knowledge of Indigenous stories and histories, and especially teachings. One 
competency that I improved, is Indigenous worldviews. It changed my thinking and way of thinking about 
things. Even now sometimes when I’m making a decision, I catch myself referring to some Indigenous 
teachings, which is crazy. I want to further develop my ability to talk and present ideas. I want to be more 
confident in my knowledge so I could communicate it with my classmates more often. “Karl

• “The indigenous worldview we have learned through many units, like oral tradition, the land, and 
reconciliation have all come together to create a different worldview for myself. I am from Indigenous 
descent, and through my prior teachings in the program up until English First peoples in grade twelve, I am 
constantly still learning about new things, and will continue to learn to widen my perspective. I have been so 
blessed to be able to experience this class, and a huge thank you to you as well as Ms. Helps because it has 
inspired me to continue learning – and one day teach these worldviews. ” Lucy


