
Planning 

1) Start with your topic 
(interest)

2) Focus on a related “Big 
Idea” 

3) Design your essential 
questions 

4) Select your competencies 

1) Referring to your 
competencies design the 
summative assessment 

2) Create a rubric 
3) DO the assignment

1) Referring to the 
competencies for the unit 
and the rubric for your 
summative assessment, 
design intentional 
learning activities and 
formative assessment 
tasks intended to guide 
the learning of the 
competencies to be 
assessed.  



Old vs. “New”
Traditional Units Skills Assessed My Units

- Poetry 
- Short Stories
- Novel Study 
- Shakespeare
- Oral Presentation 

Emphasis is on text 
types as a planning 
focus rather that big 
ideas, essential 
questions and current 
day interests/events

- Comprehend and Connect 
(reading, listening, 
viewing)

- Create and Communicate 
(writing, speaking, 
representing)

The focus of assessment 
between the “old” and “new” 
curriculum has not changed

- Themed/ Essential 
Question driven 

- Present day interests 

Shifts focus from planning 
around genera and text 
type to focusing on big 
ideas supplemented with a 
variety of text types. 



Scope & Sequence 

1) Weekly Journals 

2) Memoir Unit 

3) Podcast: Finding Cleo 

4) Social Media Unit 

5) Immigration Unit 

6) Lit Circle: Indigenous Perspectives 

7) Speech Unit 

8) Exit Conference 



Other Possible Units of Focus 

1) Netflix “Umbrella Academy” (Character Study)

2) Gender Studies Unit  (Synthesis)

3) Spoken Word Unit (Writing & Presenting)

4) Passion Project (Ted Talk Version)

5) Indigenous Perspectives Unit (Synthesis)



Weekly 
Journals 



Big Idea: Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our 
ability to be educated and engaged citizens.

Task: Watch a short video and and respond to prompts in a one page 
journal entry. 

Expectations: 
 Write on every other line. (Double Space)

 Write in first person.

 Write using detail, voice, personal feelings, and explanations.

 Strong journals will make connection to self, text and the world. 

 They will also discuss a variety of perspectives to an  idea. 

 End with a strong opinion. 

 Be critical and explore perspectives on your topic. 

 Strong journals have strong opinions and are interesting to read. 

 1 page typed double sided (MAX) – size 12 font

 2 pages hand written double sided. (MAX)
 Use neat handwriting. Final copy always in pen. 

 MLA Formatting 



Weekly Journal: Assessment 

Competencies: 

• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to analyze 
ideas within, between, and beyond texts

• Construct meaningful personal connections between 
self, text, and world

• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways
• Express and support an opinion with evidence
• Use the conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, 

and punctuation proficiently and as appropriate to the 
context



Video Example: “Hearing Color” 
https://vimeo.com/118166526

• What are your first impressions of this video? Do you find it interesting, exciting etc.. 
? Explain. 

• What do you make of the following quote: “I don’t feel like I am using technology, I 
don’t feel like I am wearing technology, I am technology”. Is this sentiment a 
statement of innovation? Something to be feared? Something to be weary of? 
Explain. 

• The narrator makes a statement about skin color, he says that people who say they 
are “Black” they are not,  they are a very dark orange; and people who say they are 
white are actually a very white orange. “We all share the same hue”. Do you think if 
society were to experience the world through “hearing color” instead of “seeing 
color” there would be less of a divide between races?  Explain. 

Theme:  Technology 
Appearance vs. Reality

https://vimeo.com/118166526





