Planning

The Backwards Design Process

Effective Learning Activities
Assessments

Learning Objectives & Strategies

1) Start with your topic '

) (interest) ' i ! Ss:cs;r;'rc‘egntcc:e?;;sign the 1) Referring to. the .
2) Focus on arelated “Big summative assessment competencies for the unit
Idea” 2) Create a rubric and the rubrlc for your
3) Design your essential 3) DO the assignment surr.lma.tlve a§sessment,

: design intentional
questions

learning activities and
formative assessment
tasks intended to guide
the learning of the
competencies to be
assessed.

4) Select your competencies



Traditional Units

Old vs. “New”

Skills Assessed

My Units

- Poetry

- Short Stories

- Novel Study

- Shakespeare

- Oral Presentation

Emphasis is on text
types as a planning
focus rather that big
ideas, essential
questions and current
day interests/events

- Comprehend and Connect
(reading, listening,
viewing)

- Create and Communicate
(writing, speaking,
representing)

The focus of assessment
between the “old” and “new”
curriculum has not changed

- Themed/ Essential
Question driven
- Present day interests

Shifts focus from planning
around genera and text
type to focusing on big
ideas supplemented with a
variety of text types.




Scope & Sequence

1) Weekly Journals

2) Memoir Unit

3) Podcast: Finding Cleo

4) Social Media Unit

5) Immigration Unit

6) Lit Circle: Indigenous Perspectives
7) Speech Unit

8) Exit Conference



Other Possible Units of Focus

1) Netflix “Umbrella Academy” (Character Study)
2) Gender Studies Unit (Synthesis)

3) Spoken Word Unit (Writing & Presenting)

4) Passion Project (Ted Talk Version)

5) Indigenous Perspectives Unit (Synthesis)
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Big Idea: Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our
ability to be educated and engaged citizens.

Task: Watch a short video and and respond to prompts in a one page
journal entry.

Expectations:
v Write on every other line. (Double Space)
v Write in first person.
v Write using detail, voice, personal feelings, and explanations.
v’ Strong journals will make connection to self, text and the world.
v They will also discuss a variety of perspectives to an idea.
v End with a strong opinion.
v’ Be critical and explore perspectives on your topic.
v’ Strong journals have strong opinions and are interesting to read.
v’ 1 page typed double sided (MAX) — size 12 font
v’ 2 pages hand written double sided. (MAX)

v Use neat handwriting. Final copy always in pen.

v" MLA Formatting



Weekly Journal: Assessment

Competencies:

* Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to analyze
ideas within, between, and beyond texts

e Construct meaningful personal connections between
self, text, and world

* Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways
e Express and support an opinion with evidence

e Use the conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar,

and punctuation proficiently and as appropriate to the
context



Video Example: “Hearing Color”

https://vimeo.com/118166526

 What are your first impressions of this video? Do you find it interesting, exciting etc..
? Explain.

 What do you make of the following quote: “l don’t feel like | am using technology, |
don’t feel like | am wearing technology, | am technology”. Is this sentiment a
statement of innovation? Something to be feared? Something to be weary of?
Explain.

* The narrator makes a statement about skin color, he says that people who say they
are “Black” they are not, they are a very dark orange; and people who say they are
white are actually a very white orange. “We all share the same hue”. Do you think if
society were to experience the world through “hearing color” instead of “seeing
color” there would be less of a divide between races? Explain.

Theme: Technology
Appearance vs. Reality


https://vimeo.com/118166526
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but [ question the demographic that it is targeted for and who is actually going to be
watching it. [ think it is the “older” generation who currently face's this particular health

ssue and it is the “older” generation that is being targeted. _

this issue can be faced by many age groups, from experience in todays world the younger

generation is much more health conscience and aware, granted that this is due to the
popularity and appeal towards working out and being fit, which has also become a trend,

but in this case with positive effects. However, for the “older” generation I question whether

this video, which is being promoted via You Tube, will actually make it to the forefronts of

this particular target audience, I think most likely not. I think another way to reach this

Evaluates
the effect
of the
video

side eating something sweet with it. When we think about religion, value and culture these]
things are often extremely hard to break because in many peoples eyes they are
interconnected and are apart of a greater identity of that community, so in order to change

this we not only need awareness to be spread but also, a new food culture needs to be

adopted and accepted within the greater community.

Conclusion is

strong, Assessment:

g::l“lt:::li:":lf 1) Responds personally, creatively and eritically.

the problem - Personal: connects to experience with sugar in their home

and an = Creatively: provides opinions from multiple perspectives

insightful - Critically: looks at the cause and effect, provides solutions and digs into “root” of
interpertation the issueftopic = culture

of the claim

2) Well written, strong word choice and delivery of material, minor grammatical
EITOrs

3) Clearly and insghtfully written, follows a clear train of thought
4) Provides opinions with perspecives, evidence and examples,

5) Organized and strong build of points all the way through

6) Minimum required length, types and in MLA formatting.
Grade= Extending




Journal Response Rubric Name:
Check assessment type: (O Self (O Peer (O Teacher Topic:
Criteria . . . .
Emerging Developing Proficient Extending
Category
1. Ican attempt respond to text | 1. Ican respond to text in I can clearly respond to text in I can insightfully respond to text in
. in personal, creative, or critical personal, creative, and critical personal, creative, and critical ways personal, creative, and critical ways
Engaging & ways ways I can clearly construct meaningful I can insightfully construct meaningful
Questioning 1. Tcan attempt to construct 2. Ican construet personal personal connections between self, personal connections between self, text,
personal connections between connections between self, text, text, and world and world
self, text or the waorld and world
Constructing & | |- [canattempt to use the 1. Ican use the conventions of I can use the conventions of [ can use the conventions of Canadian
. conventions of Canadian Canadian spelling, grammar, and Canadian spelling, grammar, and spelling, grammar, and punctuation
Creating . . . .
punctuation proficiently and as effectively and as appropriate to the

spelling, grammar, and
punctuation

[ can express an opinion

[ can maintain some structure
when writing

punctuation as appropriate to
the context

2. Tcan adequately express and
support an opinion

3. [can maintain structure with
clearly defined introduction and
conclusion

appropriate to the context

I can clearly and thoughtfully
express and support an opinion with
evidence

[ can write in a well organized
manner appropriate to context

context

I can clearly and insightfully express
and support an opinion with evidence

[ can write in a well organized manner
appropriate to context and with strong
development of main idea

Holistic Range




