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It’s a question of equity!
• We need structures and strategies to open opportunities for children 

and families to
• Have easy ACCESS to learning activities that count 
• ENGAGE more 
• Experience JOY in learning
• See themselves as CAPABLE and ABLE learners
• BELONG to a community of learners
• Engage in DEEP and THOUGHTFUL discussion around significant issues



Critical Literacy
• What do we infer about the beliefs of the writer?  Of the 

photographer?  How do you know?

• How do these beliefs align with yours?  Would you stand with this 
person?  Why or why not?

• Who voice is heard? Whose voice is not represented?



Critical Literacy
• A virtual teacher, 2 classroom teachers, 2 classes in person, and 6-7 

transitional learners
• Grade 6/7
• Co-planned by Jean-Ann Stene and Faye

-2-3 weeks on critical literacy and the media, democracy, 
government, perspective, bias
-examining images and quotes



Curricular Connections

Big Ideas
• Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights 

and freedoms.
• Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our 

understanding of important events and issues.

• Exploring and sharing multiple perspectives extends our 
thinking.

• Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our 
ability to be educated and engaged citizens.

Curricular Competency

• Question, gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and 
communicate findings and decisions

• Take stakeholders’ perspectives on issues, developments, or 
events by making inferences about their beliefs, values, and 
motivations.

• Make ethical judgments about events, decisions, or actions 
that consider the conditions of a particular time and place, 
and assess appropriate ways to respond.

• Synthesize ideas from a variety of sources to build 
understanding.

• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas 
within, between, and beyond texts.

• Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build shared understanding 
and extend thinking.

• Transform ideas and information to create original texts.



Lesson 1 – one hour
Together

• 40 second write – What is democracy?

• Share out and add on

Parallel Groups

• Whip around and examine the image

• Create a class web

Together:  Share out and add on

• Write:  What is the story behind the picture?  What meaning does the 
photographer want us to have?  What is your evidence? 5-6 minutes, beginning 
with a 40 second write by virtual teacher and students ‘noticing’ what was in the 
writing

• Share out a word, phrase, sentence that is positive.

• Summary comments by virtual teacher.



Read in Bloomberg:  
https://apple.news/AcCSnYzycS9yOZURtVr7tSw

https://apple.news/AcCSnYzycS9yOZURtVr7tSw






40 seconds  What do you notice about the 
writing?  What am I trying to do in my writing?

Power has shifted.  It was with the police, but now it is with the 
protesters, as evidenced by the great numbers, the crowding, the lack 
of a look of fear on their faces.  The police seem intimidated and where 
are their masks?!??!



Strength has shifted from the police to 
the protesters, as the protesters are 
closer to the once-protected doors.  The 
police must believe that this situation is 
helpless, as they turned their faces 
away from the protesters, frowning and 
surprised, muddled and confused.  
Though with guns, they refuse to use it 
in any way.  No communication or 
connection is established between the 
police and the protesters.

The red caps of the protesters bring 
them mental strength and awareness.  
The protesters are not wearing masks, 
showing that Trump remaining as 
president is ore vital, crucial than 
anything.









Day 2: Using student response to build next steps
• Strengths I noticed in the responses

• Use of detail from the picture
• Use of evidence to back up opinions and inferences
• Beginning to take a stand interpreting the picture
• Use of background knowledge and context

• Other thoughts I had to add on to my response
• Protesters are facing toward the door, moving past the police
• Police are holding their shields against the protesters
• Police are not in front of the door
• Ratifying the vote inside the building (claim of unreliable vote)

• To consider
• What is said
• What is not said

• Criteria
• The big idea of the picture (what you infer) 
• What the photographer wants you to believe
• Evidence in the details to support your big idea
• Connection to democracy











I noticed that this place they’re at is 
the same as the last photo I saw.  
Everyone is wearing a military/como
suit.  I see bags and a few clothing 
beside the couch.  And their 
appears to be someone 
sleeping/resting near the couch tea.  
People are wearing masks, and are 
social distanced.



Police in camouflaged clothing, 
exhausted and busy, walk past 
statues of former presidents.  To 
finish their mission of protecting 
citizens from danger due to violent 
protests. Sleepy and homesick, the 
police settle down in the Rotunda,  
sleeping under couches and missing 
family and home.  Men and women 
walk orderly on the reflective, 
smooth floor hold guns for 
protection. One holds a coffee cup, 
to keep him alert.  Is this what 
protesters want?  Is this what they 
think to be ‘democracy’?
Peace is only held in the moment, no 
visitors, only the tired guards, social-
distanced and well-dressed with 
masks. How long will peace last?



Moved to Guided Practice
-Students worked in table groups, each with the same image
-Table groups reported out 2-3 key observations or inferences 
with support
-Individual write – 8 minutes - too longJ


