EMBRACING EQUITY: THE
POWER OF PICTURE BOOKS
TO PROMOTE SOCIAL
JUSTICE

BCTELA, EMBRACING EQUITY IN TEXT: THE POWER OF MODE AND
PERSPECTIVE

OcT 21, 2021
FAYE BROWNLIE



T0 KEEP IN MIND...

e BUILD BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

e LINK TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

e FOCUS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ACTION — WHAT YOU CAN DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
e (CONSIDER MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES

 WINDOWS, DOORS, MIRRORS



FIRST PEQPLES PRINCIPLE OF LEARNING
LEARNING REQUIRES EXPLORATION OF ONE'S IPENTITY.

e CHILDREN NEED TO SEE THEMSELVES IN STORIES TO VALIDATE BELONGING AND TO GAIN
COURAGE TO DEAL WITH CHALLENGES.

* CHILDREN NEED TO SEE OTHERS IN STORIES TO GROW THEIR WORLDS, GAIN INSPIRATION, AND
BECOME MORE EMPATHETIC TO DIVERSITY.

e CHILDREN NEED TO FIND THEIR VOICES AS WRITERS TO GAIN THE POWER OF WRITING.



bIG IDEA: BEAUTY EXISTS IN ALL OF US; IT IS NOT

PETERMINED BY SKIN COLOUR.

* INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD WITH INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE.

*  WHOLE GROUP SUPPORT
 FOCUS ON PROBLEM AND SOLUTION, STORY WITHIN A STORY,
SYMBOLISM OF STAR, BALANCE AND DIVERSITY, POINT OF VIEW

* INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE, NETWORKED WITH GROUP THINKING
« (CONNECTING
«  EXAMINE THE BOOK COVER...DETAILS, FEELINGS

e  WHAT DO YOU NOTICE ABOUT THE ARTIST'S USE OF COLOUR?
DARK AND LIGHT2 STARS IN THE SKY AND HER NECKLACE?

Gr 3 samples,
with many thanks to Lori Zawada and Jorden
Becker. Tait
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PROCESSING

FOLD A THINKING PAPER INTO 4 BOXES. STOP AT EACH SECTION, POSE THE QUESTION(S), HAVE THE STUDENTS
RESPOND INDIVIDUALLY (3-4 MINUTES), THEN SHARE RESPONSES.

Box 1 BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO READ, ASK THE STUDENTS TO THINK ABOUT THE PROBLEMS THAT ARE
INTRODUCED. READ THE FIRST 3 DOUBLE PAGES, AND HAVE THE STUDENTS RECORD A FEW PROBLEMS,
THINKING ALSO ABOUT HOW THESE MIGHT BE SOLVED.

Box 2 BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO READ, ASK THE STUDENTS TO THINK ABOUT THE DIFFERENT WAYS SULWE TRIES
TO SOLVE HER PROBLEM. STOP READING AT “HOW COULD SHE BE A STARS" RECORD HER SOLUTIONS. *
HER BEST. WHAT ELSE COULD SHE TRY?¢

BOX 2 "WATCH WHAT HAPPENS NOW! SULWE ESCAPES ON A STAR. NOTICE THE CONNECTION THE
AUTHOR MADE TO HER NAME AND HOW THIS HELPS HER.” READ TO “DAY STAYED BEHIND AND ENJOYED
MAKING EVERYBODY HAPPY IN THE SUN.” PREDICT WHAT YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN. THINK ABOUT THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SISTERS.

Box 4 READ TO THE END. WHAT DOES SULWE LEARN2 WILL SHE HAVE A BETTER TIME AT SCHOOL2 WHAT
CAN SHE DO TO HELP HERSELF¢ HOW CAN OTHERS HELP HER?
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o TRANSFORMING ANP PERSONALIZING
e TALK ABOUT CHARACTERS IN BOOKS AS WINDOWS, DOORS AND MIRRORS.

«  WRITE TO EXPLAIN TO SULWE HOW SHE WOULD FEEL IF SHE CAME TO YOUR SCHOOL (OR HOW YOU ARE
FEELING ABOUT RETURNING TO SCHOOL). HOW CAN YOU HELP HER FEEL BEAUTIFULZ INCLUDED?
VALUED? WHAT CAN YOU DO TOGETHER? HOW DO WE PRIZE PEOPLE IN OUR SCHOOL? BRAINSTORM
WITH THE CLASS TO LINK THEIR BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AS THEY THINK ABOUT ‘TAKING ACTION'.

 Hor SEAT. INVITE STUDENTS TO TAKE ON THE ROLES OF SULWE, HER MOTHER, HER SISTER. OTHER STUDENTS
IN THE CLASS ASK QUESTIONS OF THESE STUDENTS.
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BIG IDEA: PIVERSITY ENRICHES US; MIXING OUR COLOURS
GIVES STRENGTH AND JOY: WE WORK TO CREATE
HARMONY TOGETHER.

A Colorful Story
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Collaboration Core Competency
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When We Hre Kmd

What kindness do

YOU have stored in
your heart?e













bIG IPEA: ALL PEOPLE HAVE STORIES. WE LISTEN TO OTHERS'
STORIES, LEARN FROM THEM, INCLUPE AND RESPECT EVERYONE.

2 Many thanks to Jonathan Tang, Kerong Lin and Liz
OUNt'"G Stephsenson and their grade 3/4 classes in
Spul’ulwuks Elemntary, Richmond, for taking a risk,

Kl N Dness trying the sequence, adding their refinements,
and sharing their reflections and learning with us!

Ten Ways to Welcome

Refugee Children

Purpose: what does it mean to be a refugee?
What can we do to understand and to help them?




GOAL: BUILD AN AWARENESS OF REFUGEES AND HOW OUR
ACTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO OTHERS, IN BIG AND LITTLE
WAYS.

CONNECTING

e WHIP AROUND THE CLASS AND ASK:
e HAVE YOU ALWAYS LIVED HERE2 IN THE SAME HOUSE2
e HAVE YOU MOVED COMMUNITIESS PROVINCES? COUNTRIESS

* WHAT IS SIMILAR AND DIFFERENT ABOUT OUR STORIES@

» (CREATE A CLASS WEB, WITH CATEGORIES, USING THE STUDENTS' IDEAS. ENCOURAGE THEM TO HELP
YOU CREATE THE CATEGORIES.
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e INTRODUCE THE WORD ‘REFUGEE'. WHAT DO THEY ALREADY KNOW?@

* QOUR STORY TODAY WILL HELP EXPLAIN WHO A REFUGEE IS AND HOW THE KINDNESS OF PEOPLE
HELPED THEM.

e |T'S A COUNTING BOOK! WHAT STORIES OF KINDNESS DO YOU PREDICT THE FAMILY WILL
EXPERIENCE?

KERONG GAVE EVERYONE A BACKPACK AND HAD THEM PACK IT WITH WHAT THEY WANTED TO TAKE
ON THEIR JOURNEY (MOST HAD TALKED ABOUT WHAT THEY HAD LEFT BEHIND WHEN THEY MIGRATED).

LIZ READ PARTS OF ADRIFT AT SEA : A VIETNAMESE BOY'S STORY OF SURVIVAL BY MARSHA FORCHUK
SKRYPUCH, ART BY BRIAN DEINES TO BUILD MORE BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE OF REFUGEES AND THEIR
JOURNEYS.



WHAT IS ESSENTIALe WHAT WILL LAST?
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PROCESSING

* READ THE STORY, CONSIDERING HOW THIS FAMILY'S JOURNEY IS SIMILAR AND DIFFERENT TO OUR STORIES OF
MOVING. NOTICE WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM ALONG THE WAY AND THE ACTS OF KINDNESS.

» REREAD THE STORY, STOPPING EVERY FEW PAGES TO BE THE CHARACTERS. STUDENTS CAN SPEAK IN THE ROLE
OF THE CHARACTER. CONSIDER WHAT THE CHARACTERS MIGHT SAY, THINK, AND FEEL.

* VOICES HEARD AND NOT HEARD

e DEEPENS UNDERSTANDING

*  MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES SHOWN
« MODEL ONE.

*  WORK WITH THE CLASS AS A WHOLE WITH DIFFERENT STUDENTS BECOMING CHARACTERS OR MOVE INTO
SMALL GROUPS AND HAVE THE STUDENTS BECOME CHARACTERS WITHIN THEIR GROUP. WORK WITH THE SAME
PAGE SIMULTANEOUSLY. REMIND THEM TO THINK OF ‘KINDNESS' ON EACH PAGE.



TRANSFORMING AND PERSONALIZING

o GOAL: RETELL THE STORY AS ONE OF THE REFUGEE CHILDREN IN THE STORY.
* DETAILS OF THE JOURNEY
* KINDNESSES OF PEOPLE ALONG THE WAY

* BEGIN YOUR WRITE IN FRONT OF THE STUDENTS TO MODEL THE KINDS OF CHOICES YOU ARE
MAKING AS A WRITER. INCLUDE IN YOUR THINKING, WORD CHOICE, HOW TO SPELL A WORD
OR HOW TO MAKE A BEST GUESS AND MOVE ON, CRITERIA YOU ARE TRYING TO ILLUSTRATE.
INVITE THEM TO USE ANY OF YOUR IDEAS TO SPARK THEIR THINKING. CONSIDER THE WORDS AS
PRESENTS IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BORROW A FEW.



A SAMPLE TEACHER WRITE

* | WAS TERRIFIED AS MY BROTHER, MY MOM AND THE BABY LEFT OUR VILLAGE. SMOKE WAS

COMING FROM THE WINDOWS OF MANY BUILDINGS AND IT WAS HOT AS WE TRUDGED TOWARD THE
OCEAN. WOULD WE EVER SEE OUR DAD AGAINS WHERE WERE WE GOING ¢

 NOTICE:
e A HOOK AT THE BEGINNING — A FEELING
«  WORDS THAT SHOW EMOTION — TERRIFIED, TRUDGED
 THINKING ABOUT THE STORY IN THE PICTURES — SMOKE, HOT, OCEAN, THE QUESTIONS
 DETAILS FROM THE STORY



LR R R R R L L R R N . LR L L R
. LR .- o . » P BB AN
-

-
.’ .O.‘:O:.:.:.:.:O:C:O e
DOOOT

..
- 0.0..:0.0 0.0:,:9
S ereretatatets

OO

@ . > > -
OCOQQOO'OQOO

. a \ ~\
. 't‘”:“; Tetetets
7] s

e e

!
ety

LR ) J
o)

L

+  ADD ON TO THER WRITING, ONCE SPARKED BY THE POWERFUL SHARING.
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e CLASS MANIFESTO
e WHAT ACTS OF KINDNESS DID THE FAMILY EXPERIENCES
e WHAT ACTS OF KINDNESS ARE COMMON IN OUR CLASS?

* WHAT ACTS OF KINDNESS CAN WE COMMIT TO THAT WELCOME ALL TO OUR CLASS AND OUR
COMMUNITY, WHETHER THEY ARE NEWLY ARRIVING, RETURNING FROM TL, OR ARE ALREADY
MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY?



BIG IDEA: WITH COURAGE AND RESILIENCE, CHILDREN AND
TEENS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD IN REMARKABLE WAYS.

Monica Clark-Robinson

Tlustrated by Frank Moerison

Many thanks to Susan Shackles and Paige
Macgregor and their grade 6/7 classes in
Spul’ukwks, Richmond, for taking a risk,
trying the sequence, adding their
refinements, and sharing their reflections
and learning with us!

2 class periods — or
more



CONNECTING

e LOCATE BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA AND THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER
e 1963 — WHAT WAS THE WORLD LIKE THEN¢
(CREATE A WEB, WITH CATEGORIES CO-CREATED WITH THE STUDENTS, OF THEIR THOUGHTS OF LIFE IN THAT TIME AND PLACE.

C EXPLODE THE SENTENCE:
. “APRIL 3. THE FIRST ORGANIZED SIT-INS TAKE PLACE IN DOWNTOWN LUNCH COUNTERS."

. SUPPORT STUDENTS IN THINKING OF INDIVIDUAL WORDS, VISUALIZING, CONSIDERING THE SETTING, MAKING INFERENCES. ACCEPT ALL RESPONSES AND TRY AND
HAVE ALL VOICES HEARD.

*  QuICK WRITE #1: 3-4 MINUTES
. WRITE IN RESPONSE. WHAT DO YOU KNOW?<2 WHAT'S HAPPENINGS HOW DO YOU FEEL2
. OR WHAT IS THE STORY OF THE SIT-IN2 WHAT IS THE STORY IN THE LOCAL PAPER2 |IMAGINE YOU ARE A REPORTER EXPLAINING THE EVENTS.



Birmingham, Alabama
Mississippi River, 1963
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WITH STUDENTS IN 25 OR 3S, DISTRIBUTE ONE QUOTE FROM THE FRONT INSIDE COVER TO EACH
SMALL GROUP.

KEEPING THEIR QUOTES PRIVATE, EACH GROUP EXPLODES THEIR SENTENCE.
MOVE AMONG THE GROUPS AND COACH AND SUPPORT, EXTENDING THINKING.

SMALL GROUPS SHARE THEIR QUOTE AND | OR 2 KEY IDEAS ABOUT IT.

REREAD THE QUOTES, NOW IN A TIMELINE.
WEB WHAT WE NOW KNOW.

QUICK WRITE #2: 3-4 MINUTES
* WRITE IN RESPONSE. WHAT DO YOU KNOW<¢? WHAT'S HAPPENING? HOW DO YOU FEEL?
« OR YOU ARE A REPORTER VIEWING THE SCENE. WHAT'S GOING ON?¢
 WATCH FOR MORE DETAIL AND MORE EXPLICIT LANGUAGE.



October 14
M;rti_q Lu;ber ging Jr. is awarded

the Nobel Peace Prize.
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September 15
ch in Birmingham is bombed
four girls and injuring

The Sixteenth Street Baptist Chur
by Klansmen and segregationists, killing
/twenty other people. 5\
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« COLLECT WORDS YOU MIGHT WANT TO USE

*  RETURN TO THE WEB.
*  WHAT KNOWLEDGE HAS BEEN REFINED?
® WHAT NEW INFORMATION CAN WE ADD?
® WHAT NEW QUESTIONS DO WE HAVE?S



On May second —a sunny Thursday— In a silence so loud that allfcould hear'was

boys and girls, brothers and sisters, cousins and friends, ' my racing hear an‘'to walk.
we all met at the church, dressed in our best, feet ready. : Hand.in hand'we marched—so frightened,

in'of what was right for freedom.




Hate dogged my heels all that
its yellowed canine teeth sharp—

but Courage walked by my side and kept me going.

“Disperse or you'llbe jailed!” the police shouted

the first day.

“Disperse or you'll get wet!” the police shouted

the second day.

“Disperse or we'll release the dogs!” the police shouted
the third day.

We did not disperse. We kept on marching.

We wouldn't stop until things started to change

\




That night, crowded into a cell too small

for even half of the kids, we sang:

“We Shall Overcome!”

“Ain’t Gonna Ler Nobody Turn Me 'Round!”
and “Freedom Is Coming!”

ir parents couldn’t be there with us,

but still we sang,

wrapped in the proud and loving

arms of our ancestors.




One month later, I was playing on a playeround I'd never

been allowed to play on before.
s later, my familyate at a diner we'd never
llowed to eat in before.

ur march made the difference. We children led the way.




TRANSFORMING AND PERSONALIZING

s QUICK WRITE #3: 20-25 MINUTES
*  BRAINSTORM FOR DIFFERENT ROLES YOU MIGHT CHOOSE

. RETELL WHAT IS HAPPENING, HOW YOU FEEL, WHAT YOU THINK, BASED ON YOUR ROLE

. BEFORE THE STUDENTS BEGIN TO WRITE, START YOUR WRITING IN FRONT OF THEM, THINKING ALOUD ABOUT YOUR DECISIONS

. INVITE ANALYSIS (WHAT DO YOU NOTICE2) OF YOUR WRITING
b BEGINNING OF CO-CREATED CRITERIA

. ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO BORROW ANY OF YOUR IDEAS THAT HELP SPARK THEIR THINKING

s AFTER WRITING, HIGHLIGHT A POWERFUL PHRASE TO SHARE.

. ADD ON TO THE CO-CREATED CRITERIA, BASED ON THE STUDENTS' SAMPLES.

® REVISE WRITING AFTER THE SHARE.
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CRITERIA TO ENCOURAGE

» USE OF BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
» BECAUSE IT HAS GROWN SO MUCH

* DETAILED LANGUAGE THAT SHOWS SETTING AND CHARACTERS
* UNDERSTANDING OF PLACE AND PEOPLE

» POWERFUL LANGUAGE THAT ELICITS EMOTION IN THE READER
* DEVELOPING EMPATHY

* STAYING IN ROLE — UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES

e  (CONNECTION TO THE BIG IDEA:
e  WITH COURAGE AND RESILIENCE, CHILDREN AND TEENS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD IN REMARKABLE WAYS.



WHAT’'S NEXT?

 CHOOSE AN ASPECT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE TO EXPLORE DEEPLY WITH YOUR STUDENTS.
« CHOOSE A POWERFUL PICTURE BOOK TO MATCH YOUR FOCUS.

« DEVELOP A STRATEGY SEQUENCE: CONNECT, PROCESS, TRANSFORM THAT WILL DEEPEN YOUR
STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE, WILL PROVIDE AN ACCESS POINT FOR ALL
LEARNERS, AND WILL HONOUR ALL VOICES.

e TAKE TIME, LISTEN RESPONSIVELY, CONNECT TO THEIR LIVES AND DAY-TO-DAY ACTIONS THEY
CAN TAKE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

e ENJOYI!I



