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Where are you today? 



Our learning today
● Give you some tools for using podcasts in your teaching
● Give you and your students a path into creating original 

podcasts
● Connect podcasts (listening and creating) to a sense of identity, 

belonging, and voice 



First Breakout (zoom chat report back)

● What podcasts do you listen to and love?
● How have you used podcasts in your teaching? 

What’s worked?



Why I use podcasts:
● Widely accessible
● Meets students in a space they are already inhabiting
● Feature diverse voices and stories
● Students can create their own
● Spoken language and oral tradition



Starting out?
This American Life

Thunder Bay

Heavyweight

Code Switch

Serial and S-Town

Missing and Murdered and Stolen

Radiolab

99% Invisible

Reply All

New Yorker Fiction

Modern Love



CBC’s Finding Cleo



How I teach this:

● In-class excerpts
● Listening and re-listening for meaning and for craft
● Complementary or synthesis texts (Wagamese’s One 

Native Life)
● Showing learning - responses, concept maps
● Understanding the practice of trauma-informed reporting





Creating Investigative Podcasts





Student Sample 1: LGBTQ Immigrant Lives



Student Sample 2: 
Making Public Transit Better



Student Sample 3: 
Understanding Our Mothers’ Experiences



How we made these
● Investigation as goal of podcast
● Balance of scripted sections and interviews
● Review of rhetorical devices and speakers’ tools
● Listening for craft (to a variety of podcast excerpts)
● How to do an interview
● Considering perspective, respectful treatment of subjects, and 

trauma-informed reporting
● Teacher as executive producer: approve proposal and review 

script
● Students brought their own media skills or used the Anchor.fm app



Thank you!
Reach me: alison.atkinson@burnabyschools.ca

Thank you to Dion, Samantha, Marianne, Louise, and Spike for sharing their 
work today

mailto:alison.atkinson@burnabyschools.ca

