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Exposition and Opening the Gates

• Homework for the day before you start your poetry unit:
• Who’s your favrourite poet or What is your favourite poem?
• Ask someone in your household too. A mother, father, sibling, host 

mother, step parent…anyone.
• Next day: Ask each student and write their responses on the white 

board. “I don’t have one” or “My parents don’t read poetry” is a 
perfectly acceptable response. Just gather and share what you can. 

• Have students take a photo before they leave. 



Exposing Students to Poetry so 
they have a starting point.

1. As you hash this out, you will 
notice high engagement

2. International poems welcome!
3. Accepting of all: OPEN THE 

GATES
4. This is a transference of passion 

and appreciation
5. So important to write up 

YOURS
6. When students are asked to 

bring a printed copy of their 
favourite poem (many of them 
will not have one), they now 
have a starting point for their 
research. 



• Some of my favourite poems/poets
• Naayirah Waheed “Salt”
• Yrsa-Daley Ward “Bones”
• Rupi Kaur “Milk and Honey”
• Walt Whitman “Leaves of Grass”
• 14th Century Sufi Poetry/Hafiz “The Gift”
• Maya Angelou
• Mary Oliver
• Various from all over world, time, and country



This will take a whole lesson. 
Give studens a copy of the 
partially filled notes for 
poetic devices and ask them 
to take out a pencil.
1. Accessing Prior 
Knowledge:
Have them try to fill out the 
ones they for sure, for sure, 
know. 
2. Ask them to work with 
their seated desk partner for 
the week and share. 
3. Ask them to travel the 
room for answers and try 
their best!
Then, we go over it together. 

Let’s get the skills. Poetic Devices.





Go over 
Poetic 
Devices 
Handout, 
together. 



Poem of the 
day

1. What do you notice?
2. How does it make you feel? 

(mood)

3. Can you recognize any poetic 
devices?

4. Style and structure?
5. Deeper meaning? (as relates to 

humanity, relationships, life 
etc)



So, what did you notice?

• Write it down and annotate the poems so students can see the 
process.



Emulation Poem

• 1. Print a copy of your favourite poem. *Use the photo from our first 
day as a starting point for research if you don’t have one. And yes, 
song lyrics count as poems!

• 2. Annotate. Note poetic devices, stanza breaks, repetition, and other 
stylistic techniques. 

• Emulate the STYLE of your favourite poem, but write your own. 
• Same style, original content. 
• Format side by side. 





Poem of the Day
1.What do you 

notice?
2.How do you feel?
3.Style or poetic 

devices?
4.Deeper meaning?



Alphabet Poem
Gets the students out of their heads and 
WRITING

Read aloud.

*Thank you to Dawson from Comm 12!



Alphabet Poem cont’…
Ask students, what did you notice?

What did Dawson do well?

Task: Write your own!

Can work with a partner

Can be light, funny, rhymey

Can be serious, grave, touching.

Will share in front of class.

(Warm up for final reading during Poetry 
Café)



Metaphor: The 
Mother of All Poetic 
Devices
Practice, practice, practice. Share, Share, 
Share.

Look at good examples.



Slam Poetry
Taylor Mali “What I Make”

Maia Mayor “Perfect”

Jill Scot (Def Jam Poetry) “Nothing is for 
Nothing”

Gemineye (Def Jam Poetry) “Penny for Your 
Thoughts”

Ask the students! (give email)

*Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo is an excellent 
novel written in poetry



Final Task: Five Poems 
Collection and Poetry 
Cafe
Heart filled nerve wracking fun..

Out of the collection of five, they choose 
three to share. 



Poetry Cafe
We all bring food. Or, if we can’t, our job is to 
eat it. 

Students listen, students snap and cheer. We 
are celebrating our art!

We created the criteria together. They got it 
up front, with the assignment.

Self-evaluate, staple to back, and hand in. 



Have a writing practice 
and Read Poetry! Bring it 
what you love! Share 
what you write!
This is a sample of a poem I wrote and threw 
up on my IG account. 
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