
ENGAGING YOUNG MINDS:
TRANSFORMATIVE 

LITERATURE CIRCLES
BCTELA

OCTOBER 2024

Sandra McAulay
District Curriculum Resource Teacher
Pacific Rim SD#70



LEARNING INTENTIONS:
I can learn how effective Literature Circles can "grow strong, thoughtful, 
sophisticated readers." Brownlie

I can share my thinking with my group and/or share out to the 
wider audience.

Learning involves patience and time.

Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational 
(focused on connectedness, on reciprocal relationships, and sense of 
place).

I can think about how I might try some ideas shared today within my 
own practice.



WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT OUR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Students 
need…

To be actively 
engaged

To have a 
sense of 

belonging

To see 
themselves as 

learners

To set personal 
learning goals

To learn in 
various ways

To have choice 
and clear 

expectations

Adapted from Student Diversity





WHY 
'GRAND 
CONVERSATIONS’

Flexible Easy to 
differentiate Choice

Read at own pace
Develop 

'thoughtful 
responses'

Allows for explicit 
teaching of reading 

strategies

Opportunity for 
peer and 

collaborative 
learning

Space for both 
conversation and 
written responses



FAYE'S 
'NUGGETS'...

Students tend to read more when they have choice and control 
over what is read and  how much is read

The more teachers 'coach' the discussion groups, the richer the 
conversations became

Students learned more about their own reading as they honed 
their discussion skills

Teachers eventually become more of a 'participant' rather than 
a leader

Students learned how to contribute to the conversations as 
teachers reinforced the importance of all voices being heard

Explicit teaching of written responses helped students become 
more reflective



KEY 
COMPONENTS...

Books Discussion 
groups

Be 
prepared!

Upon 
completion Journals Activities

Time











The book PITCH! 





Expectations
Sticky notes
Selection



DISCUSSION GROUPS



ADULT  SUPPORT

Important

Discussion groups

Modelling

Responsibility

Time/flexibility



COMPREHENSION 
IDEAS

DOUBLE ENTRY JOURNAL

QUOTE AND THINKING

WHO? WHERE? PROBLEM/SOLUTION?

SETTING and/or CHARACTER(S)

WEEKLY THINKING PAGE



CO-CONSTRUCTED 
RESPONSE JOURNAL CRITERIA

GRAND CONVERSATIONS



SUMMATIVE PROJECT 
IDEA... LEARNING 
JOURNEY
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